VIGIL OF ARMS
self-seeking designs. Mathieu de Morgues wrote of him:
'The worthy Father is bursting with ambition in a peni-
tential sackcloth; he seeks to attach to himself the highest
offices of the Church with a stout cord, and under a rough
hood he hides his longing for a scarlet hat. . . .* It is highly
unlikely: if Father Joseph had desired only benefices and
dignities, if he had really ambitions, his birth and talents
were amply sufficient to bring him to episcopal rank, or
to the purple, by paths less tortuous and more certain.
His real desires were not so commonplace, and far out-
stripped what his enemies were capable of imagining.
He wished to help, with all his strength, the triumph of the
man who seemed to him, in the direction of his own ideal,
the greatest.
On December 15, 1621, Luynes suddenly died, in the
course of his difficult campaign against the Protestants in
the south; and chance seemed to be declaring favour
towards Richelieu, who, being now rid of this surly foe,
at last received the cardinal's hat, at the first vacancy, on
September 5, 1622. He welcomed his impressive dignity
with a simplicity and ease which showed that such an
honour did not increase his stature, and that, at the age
of thirty-seven, he was simply receiving what he had long
deserved. He did not even make the customary journey
to Rome, not considering that he could ever sit in the
conclave: the scarlet robe could not bring him to participate
in a confraternity, however eminent and exclusive. His
sole interest was to consecrate it, as it were officially, in the
eyes and thoughts of all who attach value to titles and
insignia; the scarlet was the costume of the chief minister,
when that minister was a prelate, but it was also the com-
mander's cloak of the ancient generals, and Caesar wore it
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